[Hypersplenism: current status and perspectives].
The hypersplenism is a syndrome characterized by cytopenia (involving one or several cellular lines of peripheral blood), increased or normal medullar cellularity, elevated turnover of the involved cellular line. Several studies have emphasized the important role of the spleen as an immunocompetent organ, with a microcirculation and typical functional characteristics. The authors attempt to assess relations between the hypersplenism and splenomegaly, as well as indications, risks and complications of splenectomy in pathological conditions. Finally, the alternative procedures to splenectomy are described.